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This was only the beginning of a twelve-year odyssey for Shamil, during which he pledged allegiance to the tsar and was treated as a national hero, settled comfortably on an estate in Kaluga and, in 1870, after many requests, finally allowed to make a pilgrimage to Mecca. He remained in the Holy Land until his death the following year. This paper will attempt to make some sense of the captivity of Shamil and to use it as a gateway to the Russian imperial mentality of the post-Crimean War era. How could it be that a man who was denounced as a religious fanatic and a vicious savage, a man who had engaged Russia in a very difficult, protracted and humiliating war (and a holy war at that), was transformed into a loyal subject of the tsar and a great hero for Russian society? Shamil's heroic captivity becomes even more unbelievable when compared with the fate of other military and political leaders of the Caucasus. Ushurma (Mansur), the first to preach holy war against the Russians in the Northern Caucasus, was taken prisoner in June 1791 and locked up in Schlusselburg fortress, where he died a few years later. Queen Mariam of Georgiaperhaps the most famous prisoner of the Transcaucasus-was sent to the Belogorodskii Convent at Voronezh for seven years. Ghazi Muhammad, the first Imam of Dagestan, was killed in battle at Gimri in October 1832, and his body was displayed 3 For a good summary of Shamil's trip northward see M. N. Chichagova Although this will be a history without a subject, or more precisely a history of how an object (Shamil the hero) came to be constituted, the behavior of Shamil in captivity was important in determining Russian society's perception of him. Obviously, if he had been a rebellious or threatening prisoner, he would have been received very differently. But from all credible accounts, Shamil was a gracious prisoner. He seemed truly devoted to the tsar and struck by the attention and hospitality he received in Russia. The interesting story, and the more important one, is not the degree of Shamil's "domestication," but why Russian society invested so much psychological energy in him.
Although there was apparently no long-standing plan to keep Shamil in Russia and use him as an emblem for military and colonial victory, Alexander II and his officials were not slow to realize the value of their prize catch.9 There was no vacillation in the policy that Shamil was to be treated with respect and given a noble and comfortable place in Russian society. Alexander II immediately broadcast the honor of Shamil by meeting him en route to St. Petersburg at Chuguev on 15 September, inviting Shamil to review the troops with him, embracing him and kissing 
